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KIRKUS BOOK REVIEW A memoir from a physically disabled actor who navigated the rough-and-tumble
world of showbiz. You may not recognize his name, but there’s a good chance you’ve seen Mahon in a TV
show or movie. Since the 1970s, this veteran character actor has appeared in numerous works—usually
portraying a police officer or military man—such as The Exorcist, The Rockford Files, The X-Files, L.A.
Confidential and Armageddon. But for Mahon, the path to Hollywood wasn’t easy; as detailed in his
memoir, he spent most of his life facing personal and professional obstacles. In 1950, at the age of 12,
Mahon contracted polio, which caused him to lose the use of his left arm.The ongoing thread through this
book is that, despite his physical disability and some professional setbacks, Mahon never gave up: “I didn’t
want to be an actor. I had to be one.” Along the way, Mahon offers anecdotes about some of his acting roles;
his friendship with Jason Miller, best known as Father Karras in The Exorcist and the playwright of the
Pulitzer Prize–winning work That Championship Season; and his encounters with fellow actors such as Al
Pacino, Warren Beatty, James Garner and James Coburn. Perhaps because Mahon isn’t a recognizable
famous star and he didn’t live a tremendously glamorous lifestyle, the book’s tone is quite unassuming and
modest compared with other gossip-laden celebrity tell-alls. Managing a dash of humor, he’s frank about
some of the not-so-pleasant aspects of the profession—whether it’s him dealing with a particular actor or
director or working on projects that never got off the ground. Mahon’s straightforward, honest perspective
about his craft could benefit aspiring actors who take heed of his wisdom and experience. Thoughtful and
entertaining, an engaging example of determination both on screen and in real life.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Segal:

This book untitled A Life of Make Believe: From Paralysis to Hollywood to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

William Martel:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
A Life of Make Believe: From Paralysis to Hollywood, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Sharon Hafer:

A Life of Make Believe: From Paralysis to Hollywood can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing A Life of Make Believe: From
Paralysis to Hollywood however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you
into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

John Davis:

The book untitled A Life of Make Believe: From Paralysis to Hollywood contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides
you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.
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