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There is growing interest in "therapeutic narratives" and the relation between narrative and healing. Cheryl
Mattingly's ethnography of the practice of occupational therapy in a North American hospital investigates the
complex interconnections between narrative and experience in clinical work. Viewing the world of disability
as a socially constructed experience, it presents fascinatingly detailed case studies of clinical interactions
between occupational therapists and patients, many of them severely injured and disabled, and illustrates the
diverse ways in which an ordinary clinical interchange is transformed into a dramatic experience governed
by a narrative plot. Drawing on a wide range of sources, including anthropological studies of narrative and
ritual, literary theory, phenomenology and hermeneutics, this book develops a narrative theory of social
action and experience. While most contemporary theories of narrative presume that narratives impose an
artificial coherence upon lived experience, Mattingly argues for a revision of the classic mimetic position. If
narrative offers a correspondence to lived experience, she contends, the dominant formal feature which
connects the two is not narrative coherence but narrative drama. Moving and sophisticated, this book is an
innovative contribution to the study of modern institutions and to anthropological theory.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Hoffman:

With other case, little people like to read book Healing Dramas and Clinical Plots: The Narrative Structure of
Experience (Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Healing Dramas and Clinical Plots: The
Narrative Structure of Experience (Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology). You can add know-how
and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Bethany Eng:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Healing Dramas and Clinical Plots: The
Narrative Structure of Experience (Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology) will make you to be
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Antoine Harris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Healing Dramas and Clinical Plots:
The Narrative Structure of Experience (Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology) book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still question Healing Dramas and Clinical Plots: The Narrative Structure of
Experience (Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology) as good book but not only by the cover but also
by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Kevin Pennell:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Healing Dramas and Clinical
Plots: The Narrative Structure of Experience (Cambridge Studies in Medical Anthropology) is simple to
develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can



save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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