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Titles in The Listener’s Companion: A Scarecrow Press Music Series provide readers with a deeper
understanding of key musical genres and the work of major artists and composers. Aimed at nonspecialists,
each volume explains in clear and accessible language how to listen to works from particular artists,
composers, and genres. Looking at the context in which the music appeared as well as its form, authors
explore with readers the environments in which key musical works were written and performed—from a
1950s bebop concert at the Village Vanguard to a performance of Handel’s Messiah in eighteenth-century
Germany.

Along with his contemporaries Chopin and Wagner, Verdi is among the few composers whose place in the
musical pantheon is based almost entirely upon the mastery of a single genre. This is largely owing to his
staggering output in a career that lasted over fifty years. Several of his operas occupy the nucleus of the
modern repertoire, and Verdi almost single-handedly maintained the Italian lyric tradition against the tide of
Wagnerian music drama. In his final years, he virtually reinvented Italian opera. Indeed, Verdi’s life and
music came to be so intimately associated with the Italian unification movement known as the Risorgimento
that he is still revered as a great national figure in his homeland.

In Experiencing Verdi: A Listener’s Companion, Donald Sanders combines biography with simple, concise
musical analysis. Summarizing the evolution of Italian opera and the bel canto tradition that prevailed at the
beginning of Verdi’s career, Sanders takes readers on a leisurely tour of eleven of Verdi’s most important
operas and of the Manzoni Requiem and concludes with a look at Verdi’s influence on later composers like
Giacomo Puccini, his place in the modern repertoire, and his role as an Italian patriot.

With a timeline, glossary of basic musical terms, and selected reading and listening recommendations,
Experiencing Verdi will engage opera lovers at all levels, from those just starting to listen, learn, and enjoy to
musical devotees.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Gannon:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's
Companion. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Russell Diamond:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Experiencing
Verdi: A Listener's Companion book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

John Martindale:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about something
that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Experiencing Verdi: A
Listener's Companion.

Richard Mason:

Experiencing Verdi: A Listener's Companion can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Experiencing
Verdi: A Listener's Companion nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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