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The night journey (isra') and ascension to heaven (mi'raj) is a singularly auspicious event in the biography of
the Prophet Muhammad, and is one of the most popular religious narratives in Islam. Among other things, it
is seen to confirm the Prophet as the final prophet, to explain how the five daily prayers were introduced to
the Muslim community as a religious duty, and to give an early explanation of the concepts of heaven and
hell. The night journey and ascension are, moreover, the greatest of miracles ascribed to Muhammad. Here,
Ron Buckley explores how the Islamic understanding of the night journey and ascension has evolved
and the implications of the ways in which it has evolved. He therefore addresses issues such as why
Muslims believe or disbelieve in the isra' and the mi'raj and in what terms they conceive of the
journey: is it to be taken literally? Was it a vision, a dream or a mystical experience? Or is it some
kind of figurative representation? The conclusions in The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam touch
on fundamental issues within Islam, including attitudes to the miraculous, the nature of Muhammad's
prophethood, the authenticity of prophetic tradition (hadith) and the age-old debate between faith and
rationality.In addition to examining Shi'i traditions pertaining to the journey, this book also deals with
Western non-Muslim assessments of the isra' and mi'raj from the medieval period up to the present
day. It is this analysis which constitutes an integral part of Western polemical material regarding
Muhammad and Islam and forms a record of conflict and rapprochement between Christian Europe
and the Islamic Middle East. It thus holds vital analysis for those involved in the research of early
Islam, the history of religion in the Middle East and Islam's early and developing relationship with
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Diaz:

Exactly why? Because this The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative
in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Maria Blanco:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Night Journey and Ascension in
Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East
History) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Night Journey and
Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of
Middle East History) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication
that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Benita Newton:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Night Journey and
Ascension in Islam: The Reception of Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of
Middle East History) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Jason Braden:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually The Night Journey and Ascension in Islam: The Reception of



Religious Narrative in Sunni, Shi'i and Western Culture (Library of Middle East History). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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