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The urban origins of American Judaism began with daily experiences of Jews, their responses to
opportunities for social and physical mobility as well as constraints of discrimination and prejudice. Deborah
Dash Moore explores Jewish participation in American cities and considers the implications of urban living
for American Jews across three centuries. Looking at synagogues, streets, and snapshots, she contends that
key features of American Judaism can be understood as an imaginative product grounded in urban potentials.

Jews signaled their collective urban presence through synagogue construction, which represented Judaism on
the civic stage. Synagogues housed Judaism in action, its rituals, liturgies, and community, while
simultaneously demonstrating how Jews Judaized other aspects of their collective life, including study,
education, recreation, sociability, and politics. Synagogues expressed aesthetic aspirations and translated
Jewish spiritual desires into brick and mortar. Their changing architecture reflects shifting values among
American Jews.

Concentrations of Jews in cities also allowed for development of public religious practices that ranged from
weekly shopping for the Sabbath to exuberant dancing in the streets with Torah scrolls on the holiday of
Simhat Torah. Jewish engagement with city streets also reflected Jewish responses to Catholic religious
practices that temporarily transformed streets into sacred spaces. This activity amplified an urban Jewish
presence and provided vital contexts for synagogue life, as seen in the captivating photographs Moore
analyzes.
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From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

With other case, little persons like to read book Urban Origins of American Judaism (George H. Shriver
Lecture Series in Religion in American History). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important a book Urban Origins of American Judaism (George H. Shriver
Lecture Series in Religion in American History). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Laura Crabtree:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Urban Origins of American Judaism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series
in Religion in American History) can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

George Miller:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Urban Origins of American Judaism
(George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) can be the answer, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ronald Ruggles:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Urban Origins of American Judaism
(George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) to make your reading is interesting.
Your skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Urban Origins of
American Judaism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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