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William I (Old Norman: Williame I; Old English: Willelm I; c. 1028[1] – 9 September 1087), usually known
as William the Conqueror and sometimes William the Bastard,[2][a] was the first Norman King of England,
reigning from 1066 until his death in 1087. The descendant of Viking raiders, he had been Duke of
Normandy since 1035. After a long struggle to establish his power, by 1060 his hold on Normandy was
secure, and he launched the Norman conquest of England in 1066. The rest of his life was marked by
struggles to consolidate his hold over England and his continental lands and by difficulties with his eldest
son.

William was the son of the unmarried Robert I, Duke of Normandy, by Robert's mistress Herleva. His
illegitimate status and his youth caused some difficulties for him after he succeeded his father, as did the
anarchy that plagued the first years of his rule. During his childhood and adolescence, members of the
Norman aristocracy battled each other, both for control of the child duke and for their own ends. In 1047
William was able to quash a rebellion and begin to establish his authority over the duchy, a process that was
not complete until about 1060. His marriage in the 1050s to Matilda of Flanders provided him with a
powerful ally in the neighbouring county of Flanders. By the time of his marriage, William was able to
arrange the appointments of his supporters as bishops and abbots in the Norman church. His consolidation of
power allowed him to expand his horizons, and by 1062 William was able to secure control of the
neighbouring county of Maine.

In the 1050s and early 1060s William became a contender for the throne of England, then held by the
childless Edward the Confessor, his first cousin once removed. There were other potential claimants,
including the powerful English earl Harold Godwinson, who was named the next king by Edward on the
latter's deathbed in January 1066. William argued that Edward had previously promised the throne to him,
and that Harold had sworn to support William's claim. William built a large fleet and invaded England in
September 1066, decisively defeating and killing Harold at the Battle of Hastings on 14 October 1066. After
further military efforts William was crowned king on Christmas Day 1066, in London. He made
arrangements for the governance of England in early 1067 before returning to Normandy. Several
unsuccessful rebellions followed, but by 1075 William's hold on England was mostly secure, allowing him to
spend the majority of the rest of his reign on the continent.

William's final years were marked by difficulties in his continental domains, troubles with his eldest son, and
threatened invasions of England by the Danes. In 1086 William ordered the compilation of the Domesday
Book, a survey listing all the landholders in England along with their holdings. William died in September
1087 while leading a campaign in northern France, and was buried in Caen. His reign in England was
marked by the construction of castles, the settling of a new Norman nobility on the land, and change in the
composition of the English clergy. He did not try to integrate his various domains into one empire, but
instead continued to administer each part separately. William's lands were divided after his death: Normandy
went to his eldest son, Robert, and his second surviving son, William, received England.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Schulz:

This Makers of History - William the Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children (Illustrated)
book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That Makers of History - William the
Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children (Illustrated) without we know teach the one who
reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Makers of History -
William the Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children (Illustrated) can bring if you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even phone. This Makers of History - William the Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children
(Illustrated) having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Jennifer Yost:

Often the book Makers of History - William the Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children
(Illustrated) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Eric Bittinger:

This Makers of History - William the Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children (Illustrated) is
great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using
great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you
can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Makers of History - William the Conqueror:
Biographies of Famous People for Children (Illustrated) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt which?

Kyra Franson:

You can obtain this Makers of History - William the Conqueror: Biographies of Famous People for Children
(Illustrated) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written
or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just



looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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