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What makes someone responsible for a crime and therefore liable tof punishment under the criminal law?
Modern lawyers will quickly and easily point to the criminal law's requirement of concurrent actus reus and
mens rea, doctrines of the criminal law which ensure that someone will only be found criminally responsible
if they have committed criminal conduct while possessing capacities of understanding, awareness, and self-
control at the time of offense. Any notion of criminal responsibility based on the character of the offender,
meaning an implication of criminality based on reputation or the assumed disposition of the person, would
seem to today's criminal lawyer a relic of the 18th Century. In this volume, Nicola Lacey demonstrates that
the practice of character-based patterns of attribution was not laid to rest in 18th Century criminal law, but is
alive and well in contemporary English criminal responsibility-attribution.

Building upon the analysis of criminal responsibility in her previous book, Women, Crime, and Character,
Lacey investigates the changing nature of criminal responsibility in English law from the mid-18th Century
to the early 21st Century. Through a combined philosophical, historical, and socio-legal approach, this
volume evidences how the theory behind criminal responsibility has shifted over time. The character and
outcome responsibility which dominated criminal law in the 18th Century diminished in ideological
importance in the following two centuries, when the idea of responsibility as founded in capacity was
gradually established as the core of criminal law. Lacey traces the historical trajectory of responsibility into
the 21st Century, arguing that ideas of character responsibility and the discourse of responsibility as founded
in risk are enjoying a renaissance in the modern criminal law. These ideas of criminal responsibility are
explored through an examination of the institutions through which they are produced, interpreted and
executed; the interests which have shaped both doctrines and institutions; and the substantive social
functions which criminal law and punishment have been expected to perform at different points in history.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Utecht:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name In Search
of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and
Justice) suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled
In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law
and Justice)is the main of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that
you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Mary Ponce:

This In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal
Law and Justice) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas,
Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Juan Hinkson:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This In Search of Criminal
Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) is simple
to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Mandy Jackson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas,
Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law and Justice) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to



choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve
In Search of Criminal Responsibility: Ideas, Interests, and Institutions (Oxford Monographs on Criminal Law
and Justice) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of the time.
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