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The Odyssey

- The Odyssey is one of two major ancient Greek epic poems attributed to Homer. It is, in part, a sequel to
the Iliad, the other work ascribed to Homer. The poem is fundamental to the modern Western canon, and is
the second oldest extant work of Western literature, the Iliad being the oldest. Scholars believe it was
composed near the end of the 8th century BC, somewhere in Ionia, the Greek coastal region of Anatolia.

The poem mainly focuses on the Greek hero Odysseus (known as Ulysses in Roman myths) and his journey
home after the fall of Troy. It takes Odysseus ten years to reach Ithaca after the ten-year Trojan War. In his
absence, it is assumed he has died, and his wife Penelope and son Telemachus must deal with a group of
unruly suitors, the Mnesteres or Proci, who compete for Penelope's hand in marriage.

It continues to be read in the Homeric Greek and translated into modern languages around the world. Many
scholars believe that the original poem was composed in an oral tradition by an aoidos (epic poet/singer),
perhaps a rhapsode (professional performer), and was more likely intended to be heard than read. The details
of the ancient oral performance, and the story's conversion to a written work inspire continual debate among
scholars. The Odyssey was written in a poetic dialect of Greek—a literary amalgam of Aeolic Greek, Ionic
Greek, and other Ancient Greek dialects—and comprises 12,110 lines of dactylic hexameter. Among the
most noteworthy elements of the text are its non-linear plot, and the influence on events of choices made by
women and serfs, besides the actions of fighting men. In the English language as well as many others, the
word odyssey has come to refer to an epic voyage.

The Odyssey has a lost sequel, the Telegony, which was not written by Homer. It was usually attributed in
antiquity to Cinaethon of Sparta. In one source, the Telegony was said to have been stolen from Musaeus by
Eugamon or Eugammon of Cyrene (see Cyclic poets).

Homer

- Homer is best known as the author of the Iliad and the Odyssey. He was believed by the ancient Greeks to
have been the first and greatest of the epic poets. Author of the first known literature of Europe, he is central
to the Western canon.

When he lived, as well as whether he lived at all, is unknown. Herodotus estimates that Homer lived no more
than 400 years before his own time, which would place him at around 850 BCE or later. Pseudo-Herodotus
estimates that he was born 622 years before Xerxes I placed a pontoon bridge over the Hellespont in 480
BCE, which would place him at 1102 BCE, 168 years after the fall of Troy in 1270 BCE. These two end
points are 252 years apart, representative of the differences in dates given by the other sources.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

The book The Odyssey (English prose) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Odyssey (English prose)?
A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Odyssey (English prose) has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Laverne Jackson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be The Odyssey (English prose).

Jessica Keith:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Odyssey (English prose) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Lily Tarver:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
The Odyssey (English prose) we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book The Odyssey (English prose). You can more pleasing than
now.
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