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When Ernie López was a boy selling newspapers in Depression-era Los Angeles, his father beat him when
he failed to bring home the expected eighty to ninety cents a day. When the beatings became unbearable, he
took to petty stealing to make up the difference. As his thefts succeeded, Ernie's sense of necessity got
tangled up with ambition and adventure. At thirteen, a joyride in a stolen car led to a sentence in California's
harshest juvenile reformatory. The system's failure to show any mercy soon propelled López into a cycle of
crime and incarceration that resulted in his spending decades in some of America's most notorious prisons,
including four and a half years on death row for a murder López insists he did not commit.

To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back is the personal life story of a man who refused to be broken by either an
abusive father or an equally abusive criminal justice system. While López freely admits that "I've been no
angel," his insider's account of daily life in Alcatraz and San Quentin graphically reveals the violence,
arbitrary infliction of excessive punishment, and unending monotony that give rise to gang cultures within
the prisons and practically insure that parolees will commit far worse crimes when they return to the streets.
Rafael Pérez-Torres discusses how Ernie López's experiences typify the harsher treatment that ethnic and
minority suspects often receive in the American criminal justice system, as well as how they reveal the
indomitable resilience of Chicanos/as and their culture. As Pérez-Torres concludes, "López's story presents
us with the voice of one who—though subjected to a system meant to destroy his soul—not only endured but
survived, and in surviving prevailed."
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back: Memories of an East
LA Outlaw. Try to face the book To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back: Memories of an East LA Outlaw as
your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Nancy Deanda:

The book untitled To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back: Memories of an East LA Outlaw contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.

Jennifer Johnson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back:
Memories of an East LA Outlaw or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back: Memories of an East LA Outlaw to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Maria Gray:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book To Alcatraz, Death Row, and Back: Memories of an East LA Outlaw. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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