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In afamous episode of the eighteenth-century masterpiece The Dream of the Red Chamber, the goddess
Disenchantment introduces the hero, Pao-yi, to the splendors and dangers of the Illusory Ream of Great
Void. The goddess, one of the divine women in Chinese literature who inspire contradictory impul ses of
attachment and detachment, tells Pao-y that the purpose of his dream visit is " disenchantment through
enchantment,” or "enlightenment through love." Examining arange of genres from different periods, Wai-
yee Li reveals the persistence of the dialectic embodied by the goddess: whileillusion originatesin love and
desire, it isonly through love and desire that illusion can be transcended.

Li begins by defining the context of these issues through the study of an entire poetic tradition, placing
specia emphasis on the role of language and of the feminine element. Then, focusing on the "dream plays"
by T'ang Hsien-tsu, she turns to the late Ming, an age which discovers radical subjectivity, and goes on to
explore a seventeenth-century collection of classical tales, Records of the Strange from the Liao-chai Studio
by Pu Sung-ling. The latter half of the book is devoted to athorough analysis of The Dream of the Red
Chamber, the most profound treatment of the dialectic of enchantment and disenchantment, love and
enlightenment, illusion and reality.

Originally published in 1993.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previoudly out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library isto vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:
L eif Gibbs:

The experience that you get from Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and lllusion in Chinese Literature
(Princeton Legacy Library) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the
more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Enchantment
and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy Library) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Enchantment and
Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy Library) instantly.

Martin Duval:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstabl e resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and lllusion
in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy Library) as your daily resource information.

Charles Rowe;

The guide untitled Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature (Princeton
Legacy Library) isthe publication that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is
easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-
book of Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and Illusion in Chinese Literature (Princeton Legacy
Library) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Anthony Lainez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.

Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Enchantment and Disenchantment: Love and lllusion in Chinese Literature (Princeton



Legacy Library) when you desired it?
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