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As Christian leaders in the first through fifth centuries embraced ascetic interpretations of the Bible and
practices of sexual renunciation, sexual slander—such as the accusations Paul leveled against wayward
Gentiles in the New Testament—played a pivotal role in the formation of early Christian identity. In
particular, the imagined construct of the lascivious, literal-minded Jew served as a convenient foil to the
chaste Christian ideal. Susanna Drake examines representations of Jewish sexuality in early Christian
writings that use accusations of carnality, fleshliness, bestiality, and licentiousness as strategies to
differentiate the "spiritual" Christian from the "carnal" Jew. Church fathers such as Justin Martyr, Hippolytus
of Rome, Origen of Alexandria, and John Chrysostom portrayed Jewish men variously as dangerously
hypersexual, at times literally seducing virtuous Christians into heresy, or as weak and effeminate, unable to
control bodily impulses or govern their wives.

As Drake shows, these carnal caricatures served not only to emphasize religious difference between
Christians and Jews but also to justify increased legal constraints and violent acts against Jews as the
interests of Christian leaders began to dovetail with the interests of the empire. Placing Christian
representations of Jews at the root of the destruction of synagogues and mobbing of Jewish communities in
the late fourth and early fifth centuries, Slandering the Jew casts new light on the intersections of sexuality,
violence, representation, and religious identity.
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From reader reviews:

Stacee Stern:

This book untitled Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Dwight Ivers:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and
Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Juanita Stoneman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts
(Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Carl Johnson:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early Christian Texts (Divinations:
Rereading Late Ancient Religion) we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being
creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Slandering the Jew: Sexuality and Difference in Early
Christian Texts (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). You can more appealing than now.
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