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This riveting, New York Times bestselling biography illuminates the life of Otto von Bismarck, the statesman
who unified Germany but who also embodied everything brutal and ruthless about Prussian culture.

Jonathan Steinberg draws heavily on contemporary writings, allowing Bismarck's friends and foes to tell the
story. What rises from these pages is a complex giant of a man: a hypochondriac with the constitution of an
ox, a brutal tyrant who could easily shed tears, a convert to an extreme form of evangelical Protestantism
who secularized schools and introduced civil divorce. Bismarck may have been in sheer ability the most
intelligent man to direct a great state in modern times. His brilliance and insight dazzled his contemporaries.
But all agreed there was also something demonic, diabolical, overwhelming, beyond human attributes, in
Bismarck's personality. He was a kind of malign genius who, behind the various postures, concealed an ice-
cold contempt for his fellow human beings and a drive to control and rule them. As one contemporary noted:
"the Bismarck regime was a constant orgy of scorn and abuse of mankind, collectively and individually."

In this comprehensive and expansive biography--a brilliant study in power--Jonathan Steinberg brings
Bismarck to life, revealing the stark contrast between the "Iron Chancellor's" unmatched political skills and
his profoundly flawed human character.
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Casey:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Bismarck: A Life.

Robert McKay:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual
is you don't know which you should start with. This Bismarck: A Life is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ronny Baird:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Bismarck: A Life as the daily resource information.

Hazel Mercado:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. Bismarck: A Life can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those
short spare time problems.
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