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In the four years between 1881 and 1885, Canada was forged into one nation by the building of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. The Last Spike reconstructs the incredible story of how some 2,000 miles of steel crossed
the continent in just five years — exactly half the time stipulated in the contract. Pierre Berton recreates the
adventures that were part of this vast undertaking: the railway on the brink of bankruptcy, with one hour
between it and ruin; the extraordinary land boom of Winnipeg in 1881–1882; and the epic tale of how
William Van Horne rushed 3,000 soldiers over a half-finished railway to quell the Riel Rebellion.

Dominating the whole saga are the men who made it all possible — a host of astonishing characters: Van
Horne, the powerhouse behind the vision of a transcontinental railroad; Rogers, the eccentric surveyor;
Onderdonk, the cool New Yorker; Stephen, the most emotional of businessmen; Father Lacombe, the black-
robed voyageur; Sam Steele, of the North West Mounted Police; Gabriel Dumont, the Prince of the Prairies;
more than 7,000 Chinese workers, toiling and dying in the canyons of the Fraser Valley; and many more —
land sharks, construction geniuses, politicians, and entrepreneurs — all of whom played a role in the
founding of the new Canada west of Ontario.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Loren Hatfield:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The
Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Estelle Hicks:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Last Spike:
The Great Railway, 1881-1885, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

David McMillian:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get wide range
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is The
Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885.

John Hill:

The Last Spike: The Great Railway, 1881-1885 can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing The Last Spike: The Great
Railway, 1881-1885 however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.
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