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What drives some to violence against the state while others, living in the same place at the same time, turn to
nonviolent resistance? And in this age of Islamist terrorism and Islamophobia, does the practice of Islam
encourage violence? Structural explanations of violence fail to answer these questions. In Whether to Kill,
Stephanie Dornschneider applies the methodology of cognitive mapping to study the beliefs that motivate
individuals to take up arms or engage in nonviolent activism. Using a double-paired comparison with control
groups, Dornschneider conducted extensive ethnographic interviews with violent and nonviolent Muslims
and non-Muslims in both Egypt and Germany, speaking with them about their lives and contexts and what
drove them to resist the state. After coding their responses into cognitive maps, which make visible the
connections between an individual's beliefs and decisions for behavior, Dornschneider used a computer
model to analyze the huge number of possible factors driving people to choose or not choose violence,
eventually identifying ten reasoning processes by which violent individuals can be differentiated from
nonviolent ones.

Whether to Kill takes a new approach to understanding terrorism. Through first-person accounts of those
involved in both violent and nonviolent action against the state—from members of groups as diverse as the
Muslim Brotherhood, al-Jihad, the Socialist German Student Union, and the Red Army Faction—then
analyzing that data via cognitive mapping, Stephanie Dornschneider has opened up new perspectives on
what drives people to—or away from—the use of political violence.
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From reader reviews:

Walter McBride:

With other case, little persons like to read book Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of Violent and
Nonviolent Individuals. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of Violent and Nonviolent
Individuals. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book
or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's study.

Donald Rose:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of Violent and Nonviolent
Individuals it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers
high quality.

Amanda Furr:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Whether to Kill:
The Cognitive Maps of Violent and Nonviolent Individuals which is getting the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.

Yvonne Speight:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Whether to Kill: The
Cognitive Maps of Violent and Nonviolent Individuals can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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