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In this riveting narrative, U.S. Marine and acclaimed novelist Owen West puts readers into the boots
of an isolated band of American advisors and Iraqis fighting together in tumultuous Anbar Province,
where the people they are trying to protect and the insurgents who are trying to kill them are
indistinguishable.

WHEN A DOZEN UNPREPARED AMERICAN ARMY RESERVISTS ARE DROPPED OFF on an
isolated Iraqi outpost with orders to be its military advisors, they have no idea that what they will really be
doing is fighting. With no training to fall back on, this group—including a guitarist, a DEA agent, a plumber,
and a postal worker—must somehow mentor the “Snake Eaters,” an Iraqi battalion locked in a deadly
struggle over an insurgent-infested town along the Euphrates River. They are plunged into complex
counterinsurgent warfare side by side with their Iraqi charges, soon discovering that at such close quarters
moral standards are inevitably blurred. The battle becomes so personal that the combatants know each
other’s names, faces, and especially the families caught in the middle.

Owen West, a third-generation U.S. Marine, tells the gripping, boots-on-the-ground story of the remarkable
American and Iraqi troops who for two years fought the insurgency street by street and house by house in the
poisonous city of Khalidiya, Iraq. The American advisors were a ramshackle group of Army reservists,
Marines, and National Guardsmen with little support or understanding from the higher ranks. The Iraqi
battalion they were assigned was from the very first both amateurish and hostile. In a town where the people
they were trying to protect were indistinguishable from the enemy they were trying to kill—and few locals
ever told the truth—it seemed like a mission doomed to failure.

But with courage, infinite patience, and a sense of duty few outsiders understood, the young American and
Iraqi soldiers on patrol learned to work with each other and with the townspeople, winning their trust and
revealing war as a series of human acts. From Major Mohammed, the Snake Eater who garners the most
respect from the Americans precisely because he likes them the least, to the bighearted Staff Sergeant
Blakley, a medic stalked by a sniper, the heroic soldiers in these pages are as complex as their war.

By the end of the mission, the Snake Eaters was the first Iraqi battalion granted independent battle space, the
insurgency was wiped off the streets of Khalidiya, and peace was restored. A rare success story to emerge
from the war, West’s exceptional book is as instructive as it is impossible to put down.

Owen West is donating his net proceeds from The Snake Eaters to the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation
and to the families of fallen advisors and fallen Iraqi “Snake Eaters.”
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Claybrooks:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Snake Eaters: An Unlikely Band of Brothers and
the Battle for the Soul of Iraq. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important any book The Snake Eaters: An Unlikely Band of Brothers and the Battle for
the Soul of Iraq. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Diane Russel:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love The Snake Eaters: An Unlikely Band of Brothers and the
Battle for the Soul of Iraq, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Corinne Parsons:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is The Snake Eaters: An Unlikely Band of Brothers and the Battle for the Soul of Iraq
this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Gary Clark:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Snake Eaters: An Unlikely Band of
Brothers and the Battle for the Soul of Iraq which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's find.
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