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John of Ephesus traveled throughout the sixth-century Byzantine world in his role as monk, missionary,
writer and church leader. In his major work,The Lives of the Eastern Saints, he recorded 58 portraits of
monks and nuns he had known, using the literary conventions of hagiography in a strikingly personal way.
War, bubonic plague, famine, collective hysteria, and religious persecution were a part of daily life and the
background against which asceticism developed an acute meaning for a beleaguered populace. Taking the
work of John of Ephesus as her guide, Harvey explores the relationship between asceticism and society in
the sixth-century Byzantine East.

Concerned above all with the responsibility of the ascetic to lay society, John's writing narrates his
experiences in the villages of the Syrian Orient, the deserts of Egypt, and the imperial city of Constantinople.
Harvey's work contributes to a new understanding of the social world of the late antique Byzantine East,
skillfully examining the character of ascetic practices, the traumatic separation of "Monophysite" churches,
the fluctuating roles of women in Syriac Christianity, and the general contribution of hagiography to the
study of history.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Correll:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Asceticism and Society in Crisis: John of
Ephesus and The Lives of the Eastern Saints (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Lee Long:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly,
that is look different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Asceticism and Society in Crisis: John of
Ephesus and The Lives of the Eastern Saints (Transformation of the Classical Heritage) it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Kelly Gomes:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Asceticism and Society in Crisis: John of Ephesus and The Lives of the Eastern Saints
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never
get ahead of. The Asceticism and Society in Crisis: John of Ephesus and The Lives of the Eastern Saints
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Gerard Norman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what



sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Asceticism and Society in Crisis: John of Ephesus and The Lives of the Eastern Saints
(Transformation of the Classical Heritage) provide you with new experience in studying a book.
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