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A Boston Globe Best Poetry Book of 2011

A new and intimate collection from one of America's most important poets

The latest collection from one of our preeminent poets, The Chameleon Couch is also one of Yusef
Komunyakaa's most personal to date. As in his breakthrough work, Copacetic, Komunyakaa writes again of
music as muse?from a blues club in the East Village to the shakuhachi of Basho. Beginning with "Canticle,"
this varied new collection often returns to the idea of poem as hymn, ethereal and haunting, as Komunyakaa
reveals glimpses of memory, myth, and violence. With contemplations that spring up along walks or
memories conjured by the rhythms of New York, Komunyakaa pays tribute more than ever before to those
who came before him.

The book moves seamlessly across cultural and historical boundaries, evoking Komunyakaa's capacity for
cultural excavation, through artifact and place. The Chameleon Couch begins in and never fully leaves the
present?an urban modernity framed, brilliantly, in pastoral-minded verse. The poems seek the cracks beneath
the landscape, whether New York or Ghana or Poland, finding in each elements of wisdom or unexpected
beauty. The collection is sensually, beautifully relaxed in rhetoric; in poems like "Cape Coast Castle,"
Komunyakaa reminds us of his gift for combining the personal with the universal, one moment addressing a
lover, the next moving the focus outward, until both poet and reader are implicated in the book's startling
world.

The Chameleon Couch is a finalist for the 2011 National Book Award for Poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Chameleon Couch: Poems. Try to face the
book The Chameleon Couch: Poems as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So
, we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Randy Garrison:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Chameleon Couch: Poems.

Fred Polak:

This The Chameleon Couch: Poems is great reserve for you because the content which is full of information
for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if
you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Chameleon Couch:
Poems in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Terry Snider:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Chameleon Couch:
Poems which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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