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On the eve of Election Day in November 1974, a lonely figure trudged down the road in Monticello, Indiana.
Jim Jontz, a young, first-time candidate for the Indiana House of Representatives, was finishing up a long
day of campaigning. Offered a ride by a local Democratic Party volunteer at whose house he had been
staying, Jontz answered: No, it s late, but there s a laundromat up there that s still open I think I ll go hit
before I quit for the night.

The next day Jontz, a twenty-two-year-old Indiana University graduate with an unpaid job as a caretaker for
a local nature preserve, defeated his heavily favored Republican opponent, John M. Jack Guy, Indiana House
Majority Leader by a razor-thin two-vote margin. The unexpected result stunned election officials.

This first-ever biography of Jontz examines his remarkable long shot political career and lifetime
involvement in local, state, and national environmental issues. As a liberal Democrat (he preferred the terms
progressive or populist) usually running in conservative districts, Jontz had political pundits predicting his
defeat in every election only to see him celebrating another victory with his happy supporters. He won five
terms as state representative for the Twentieth District (Benton, Newton, Warren, and White Counties),
served two years in the Indiana Senate, and captured three terms in the U.S. Congress representing the
sprawling Fifth Congressional District in northwestern Indiana that stretched from Lake County in the north
to Grant County in the south. Jontz told a reporter that his political career had always been based on my
willingness and role as a spokesman for the average citizen.

From his first campaign for elective office until his death from colon cancer in 2007, Jontz had an abiding
passion for protecting the environment. A dam project that threatened to destroy the scenic Fall Creek Gorge
area in Warren County inspired Jontz to enter the political fray, and he continued his conservation efforts in
Washington, D.C., sponsoring legislation to help protect old-growth forests in the Pacific Northwest an
attempt that made him a hero to many environmentalists, but enraged timber-industry supporters and fellow
congressmen. Although it might sound too grandiose to say that Jontz wanted to save the planet, his former
wife, Elaine Caldwell Emmi, noted that was his ultimate goal, to be a spokesman for those that couldn't
speak the trees, the animals, the air, the water.

Defeated in his try for a fourth term representing the Fifth District in 1992, Jontz, two years later, made his
final try for political office, failing in an attempt to unseat U.S. Senator Richard Lugar, a fellow Eagle Scout.
After his defeat, Jontz left Indiana to work on behalf of a number of progressive causes in an attempt to forge
coalitions among labor and environmental groups. He led an unsuccessful campaign to stop the passage of
the North American Free Trade Agreement with the Citizens Trade Campaign, helped protect the
Endangered Species Act when it was under attack in the 1990s as director of the Endangered Species
Coalition, campaigned to save old-growth forests as executive director of the Western Ancient Forest
Campaign, and tried to foster progressive causes as president of the Americans for Democratic Action.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Reyes:

The book with title The People's Choice: Congressman Jim Jontz of Indiana includes a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Stacey Smith:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The People's Choice: Congressman
Jim Jontz of Indiana can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

John Burns:

You can obtain this The People's Choice: Congressman Jim Jontz of Indiana by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Daniel Martin:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The People's Choice: Congressman Jim Jontz of Indiana when you needed it?
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