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A surprising, lively, and rich history of that ubiquitous doorstop that most of us take for granted.

Ammon Shea is not your typical thirtysomething book enthusiast. After reading the Oxford English
Dictionary from cover to cover (and living to write about it in Reading the OED), what classic, familiar, but
little-read book would he turn to next? Yes, the phone book. With his signature combination of humor,
curiosity, and passion for combing the dustbins of history, Shea offers readers a guided tour into the
surprising, strange, and often hilarious history of the humble phone book.

From the first printed version in 1878 (it had fifty listings and no numbers) to the phone book's role in
presidential elections, Supreme Court rulings, Senate filibusters, abstract art, subversive poetry, circus
sideshows, criminal investigations, mental-health diagnoses, and much more, this surprising volume reveals
a rich and colorful story that has never been told-until now.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ruff:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Phone Book: The Curious History of the Book That Everyone Uses But No One
Reads book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding The Phone Book: The Curious History of the Book That Everyone Uses
But No One Reads content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Phone Book: The Curious History of the Book That Everyone Uses But No One Reads is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Mark Blanding:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Phone Book: The Curious History of the Book That Everyone Uses But No One Reads provide you with a
new experience in reading a book.

Alberta Townsend:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Phone Book: The Curious History of
the Book That Everyone Uses But No One Reads as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Phone Book: The Curious History of the
Book That Everyone Uses But No One Reads to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Garth McDonald:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From the book
The Phone Book: The Curious History of the Book That Everyone Uses But No One Reads we can have



more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book The Phone Book: The Curious History of the Book That Everyone Uses But No One Reads. You
can more inviting than now.
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