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Writing in Life magazine in February 1941, Henry Luce memorably announced the arrival of “The American
Century.” The phrase caught on, as did the belief that America’s moment was at hand. Yet as Andrew J.
Bacevich makes clear, that century has now ended, the victim of strategic miscalculation, military
misadventures, and economic decline. To take stock of the short American Century and place it in historical
perspective, Bacevich has assembled a richly provocative range of perspectives.

What did this age of reputed American preeminence signify? What caused its premature demise? What
legacy remains in its wake? Distinguished historians Jeffry Frieden, Akira Iriye, David Kennedy, Walter
LaFeber, Jackson Lears, Eugene McCarraher, Emily Rosenberg, and Nikhil Pal Singh offer illuminating
answers to these questions. Achievement and failure, wisdom and folly, calculation and confusion all make
their appearance in essays that touch on topics as varied as internationalism and empire, race and religion,
consumerism and globalization.

As the United States grapples with protracted wars, daunting economic uncertainty, and pressing questions
about exactly what role it should play in a rapidly changing world, understanding where the nation has been
and how it got where it is today is critical. What did the forging of the American Century—with its
considerable achievements but also its ample disappointments and missed opportunities—ultimately yield?
That is the question this important volume answers.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Hintz:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Short American Century: A Postmortem. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
The Short American Century: A Postmortem. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Donald Worsley:

Here thing why this kind of The Short American Century: A Postmortem are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
tasty as food or not. The Short American Century: A Postmortem giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with The Short
American Century: A Postmortem. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Short American Century: A Postmortem in
e-book can be your alternative.

Ronald Hopkins:

The particular book The Short American Century: A Postmortem will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Short American Century: A Postmortem is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Cheryl Crockett:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The Short
American Century: A Postmortem your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to.
The The Short American Century: A Postmortem giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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