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A fresh approach to the English civil war, War in England 1642-1649 focuses on answering a misleadingly
simple question: what kind of war was it to live through? Eschewing descriptions of specific battles or
analyses of political and religious developments, Barbara Donagan examines the 'texture' of war, addressing
questions such as: what did Englishmen and women believe about war and know about its practice before
1642? What were the conditions in which a soldier fought - for example, how efficient was his musket (not
very), and how did he know where he was going (much depended on the reliability of scouts and spies)?
What were the rules that were supposed to govern conduct in war, and how were they enforced (by a
combination of professional peer pressure and severe but discretionary army discipline and courts martial)?
What were the officers and men of the armies like, and how well did they fight?

The book deals even-handedly with royalists and parliamentarians, examining how much they had in
common, as well as discussing the points on which they differed. It looks at the intimacy of this often uncivil
war, in which enemies fought at close quarters, spoke the same language and had often been acquainted
before the war began, just as they had often known the civilians who suffered their presence. A final section
on two sieges illustrates these themes in practice over extended periods, and also demonstrates the
integration of military and civilian experience in a civil war.

Drawing extensively on primary sources, Donagan's study illuminates the human cost of war and its effect
on society, both in our own day as well as in the seventeenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Underwood:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book War in England 1642-1649. You can choose the best book
if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book War in England 1642-1649.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Arthur Smith:

The book War in England 1642-1649 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book War in England 1642-
1649? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book War in England 1642-
1649 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Ida Green:

The book War in England 1642-1649 will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you.
The book War in England 1642-1649 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gordon Miller:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this War in England 1642-1649 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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