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A generation ago, before waves of tourism submerged traditional ways, Douglas Pyle spent half a decade
sailing his small sloop from island to island in the eastern Caribbean, seeking out native whalers, fishermen,
and traders to learn how they built their boats. Clean, Sweet Wind, his story of that time, is as much a portrait
of an island people as it is a record of their work upon the sea. In these pages we glimpse a society as vivid
as the aquamarine waters of the reefs and the patched sails of graceful boats.

As he explored the family traditions of the Antillean seafarers, Pyle found himself admiring one boatbuilder
in particular, Haakon Mitchell of Bequia. Mitchell had been a fisherman until an accident cost him a hand;
when Pyle met him, he and his sons were building a vessel for inter-island trade. Starting first as an observer,
then as a helper, Pyle finally became one of the family, working on the new sloop each day and taking meals
with Mitchell and his sons. Their lifelong friendship is a central theme of Clean, Sweet Wind.

But this is more than a lyrical evocation of a place and time. In his years among the islands Pyle collected
information on all the different boat types sailing at the time. The second half of the book is a journey from
Trinidad to the Virgin Islands, with a look at each type.

Clean, Sweet Wind captures Antillean speech, beliefs, and hospitality with as faithful an accuracy as it
renders the graceful designs of Caribbean boats. The result is both a detailed study of traditional watercraft
and one of the finest regional narratives yet written.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Liller:

Here thing why this Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as yummy as food or not. Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that similar with Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean in e-book can be your choice.

Ronald Fowler:

The experience that you get from Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean
may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with
the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular
Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean instantly.

Dennis James:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last Boatmakers of the Carribean which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Curtis Swasey:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Clean, Sweet Wind: Sailing with the Last
Boatmakers of the Carribean can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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