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The dominant narrative of the role of white citizens and the white church in Mississippi's civil rights era
focuses on their intense resistance to change. The "Born of Conviction" statement, signed by twenty-eight
white Methodist pastors and published in the Mississippi Methodist Advocate on January 2, 1963, offered an
alternative witness to the segregationist party line. Calling for freedom of the pulpit and reminding readers of
the Methodist Discipline's claim that the teachings of Jesus permit "no discrimination because of race, color,
or creed," the pastors sought to speak to and for a mostly silent yet significant minority of Mississippians,
and to lead white Methodists to join the conversation on the need for racial justice. The document
additionally expressed support for public schools and opposition to any attempt to close them, and affirmed
the signers' opposition to Communism. Though a few individuals, both laity and clergy, voiced public
affirmation of "Born of Conviction," the overwhelming reaction was negative-by mid-1964, eighteen of the
signers had left Mississippi, evidence of the challenges faced by whites who offered even mild dissent to
massive resistance in the Deep South.

Dominant narratives, however, rarely tell the whole story. The statement caused a significant crack in the
public unanimity of Mississippi white resistance. Signers and their public supporters also received private
messages of gratitude for their stand, and eight of the signers would remain in the Methodist ministry in
Mississippi until retirement. Born of Conviction tells the story of "the Twenty-Eight" illuminating the impact
on the larger culture of this attempt by white clergy to support race relations change. The book explores the
theological and ethical understandings of the signers through an account of their experiences before, during,
and after the statement's publication. It also offers a detailed portrait of both public and private expressions
of the theology and ethics of white Mississippi Methodists in general, as revealed by their responses to the
"Born of Conviction" controversy.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Born of Conviction: White Methodists and
Mississippi's Closed Society. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important any book Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society.
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to
the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or
even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's study.

Lorretta Cox:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Born of Conviction: White Methodists and
Mississippi's Closed Society to read.

Solange Smith:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society.

Jacqueline Carter:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Born of Conviction: White Methodists and Mississippi's Closed Society
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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