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In recent years, many disciplines have become interested in the scientific study of morality. However, a
conceptual framework for this work is still lacking. In The Moral Background, Gabriel Abend develops just
such a framework and uses it to investigate the history of business ethics in the United States from the 1850s
to the 1930s.

According to Abend, morality consists of three levels: moral and immoral behavior, or the behavioral level;
moral understandings and norms, or the normative level; and the moral background, which includes what
moral concepts exist in a society, what moral methods can be used, what reasons can be given, and what
objects can be morally evaluated at all. This background underlies the behavioral and normative levels; it
supports, facilitates, and enables them.

Through this perspective, Abend historically examines the work of numerous business ethicists and
organizations--such as Protestant ministers, business associations, and business schools--and identifies two
types of moral background. "Standards of Practice" is characterized by its scientific worldview, moral
relativism, and emphasis on individuals' actions and decisions. The "Christian Merchant" type is
characterized by its Christian worldview, moral objectivism, and conception of a person's life as a unity.

The Moral Background offers both an original account of the history of business ethics and a novel
framework for understanding and investigating morality in general.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Louviere:

In other case, little people like to read book The Moral Background: An Inquiry into the History of Business
Ethics (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important any book The Moral Background: An Inquiry into the History of
Business Ethics (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology). You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jennifer Nava:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what type you should start with. This The Moral Background: An Inquiry into the History of
Business Ethics (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Leonel Burton:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the e-book untitled The Moral Background: An Inquiry into the History of Business Ethics (Princeton
Studies in Cultural Sociology) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rachel Addison:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Moral Background: An
Inquiry into the History of Business Ethics (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick
The Moral Background: An Inquiry into the History of Business Ethics (Princeton Studies in Cultural



Sociology) become your personal starter.
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