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“Silver” Winner of the 2008 Foreword Magazine Book of the Year Award, Religion Category

Before he began his recent travels, it seemed to Phil Zuckerman as if humans all over the globe were “getting
religion”—praising deities, performing holy rites, and soberly defending the world from sin. But most
residents of Denmark and Sweden, he found, don’t worship any god at all, don’t pray, and don’t give much
credence to religious dogma of any kind. Instead of being bastions of sin and corruption, however, as the
Christian Right has suggested a godless society would be, these countries are filled with residents who score
at the very top of the “happiness index” and enjoy their healthy societies, which boast some of the lowest
rates of violent crime in the world (along with some of the lowest levels of corruption), excellent educational
systems, strong economies, well-supported arts, free health care, egalitarian social policies, outstanding bike
paths, and great beer.

Zuckerman formally interviewed nearly 150 Danes and Swedes of all ages and educational backgrounds over
the course of fourteen months. He was particularly interested in the worldviews of people who live their lives
without religious orientation. How do they think about and cope with death? Are they worried about an
afterlife? What he found is that nearly all of his interviewees live their lives without much fear of the Grim
Reaper or worries about the hereafter. This led him to wonder how and why it is that certain societies are
non-religious in a world that seems to be marked by increasing religiosity. Drawing on prominent
sociological theories and his own extensive research, Zuckerman ventures some interesting answers.

This fascinating approach directly counters the claims of outspoken, conservative American Christians who
argue that a society without God would be hell on earth. It is crucial, Zuckerman believes, for Americans to
know that “society without God is not only possible, but it can be quite civil and pleasant.”
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From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Society without God: What the Least
Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Van Gee:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If
you receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Society without God: What the Least
Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment as your daily resource information.

Norman Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Society without God: What the
Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Society without God: What the Least
Religious Nations Can Tell Us About Contentment become your own starter.

Ana Worcester:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Society without God: What the Least Religious Nations Can Tell Us About
Contentment can make you experience more interested to read.
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