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This lucid introduction approaches the New Testament from a consistently historical and comparative
perspective, emphasizing the rich diversity of the earliest Christian literature. Rather than shying away from
the critical problems presented by these books, Ehrman addresses the historical and literary challenges they
pose and shows why scholars continue to argue over such significant issues as how the books of the New
Testament came into being, who produced them, what they mean, how they relate to contemporary Christian
and non-Christian literature, and how they came to be collected into a canon of Scripture. Distinctive to this
study is its emphasis on the historical, literary, and religious milieu of the Greco-Roman world, including
early Judaism. As part of its historical orientation, this text also discusses works by other Christian writers
who were roughly contemporary with the New Testament, such as the Gospel of Thomas, the Apocalypse of
Peter, and the letters of Ignatius. Instead of simply setting forth scholarly views without explanations,
Ehrman includes the evidence that scholars have found persuasive for their views, engaging students and
demonstrating why scholars have taken the positions they have. Ideal for undergraduate and seminary classes
in the New Testament, biblical studies, and Christian origins, The New Testament: A Historical Introduction
to the Early Christian Writings is an accessible, clearly written introduction that encourages students to
consider the historical issues surrounding these writings.
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From reader reviews:

Katherin Buerger:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the
Early Christian Writings.

Donald Lester:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The New Testament: A
Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So
, for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The New Testament: A
Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings become your own starter.

Dale Vaught:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This The New Testament: A Historical Introduction
to the Early Christian Writings is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lorraine Michael:

Beside this The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings in your phone, it
can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book
and also read it from today!
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