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Preface

So many said Mao Tse-tung would not change the China they had always known. It was only a civil war;
business would resume, China would absorb this alteration in its government to fit and continue to be as
good to its taipans as before. Later, the phrase “How the Far East was lost” would resound in the halls of the
United States State Department, and in endless articles on the phenomenon, for good or ill, that the
revolution had wrought.

Synopsis

Too soon after the second Big war and occupation by the Japanese army, Shanghai in 1948 faces occupation
by Mao Tse-tung’s army. The affluent foreigners believe business will continue as before: hasn’t it always,
after every conflict? But the Russians, the stateless ones who fled the Bolsheviks, believe the Communists
will kill them.

For Maria Conti and her family, the executioner wears a different countenance. They could die of starvation.
Their only income is the little she earns from her share of a saloon catering to American and British
servicemen. When they leave China, the business will go with them. The Contis get no rents from their
tenants. Nor can Mr. Conti sell, for in these uncertain times no one will buy. Maria’s little sister, Nola, helps
her father manufacture ersatz liquor in their dining room. Her mother, Ming Chu, knows her family’s Italian
citizenship is useless; the Contis are trapped.

On April 20th, 1949, the Communists shell the British frigate HMS Amethyst on the Yangtze River. The
Woosung forts are in flames. Maria’s lover, American Army Captain Thaddeus Huell, must evacuate with
his unit before he can get the Contis out. Love, a killing, survival—these are Maria’s story.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rinaldi:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Year of the Rat: A
Historical Fiction Novel will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Ida Green:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Year of the Rat: A
Historical Fiction Novel book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Alexander Ray:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Year of the Rat:
A Historical Fiction Novel that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, it is possible to pick The Year of the Rat: A Historical Fiction Novel become your current starter.

Donnie Ned:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication The Year of the Rat: A Historical Fiction Novel was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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