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From Buddy Holly and the Crickets to the Flatlanders, Terry Allen, and Natalie Maines, Lubbock, Texas, has
produced songwriters, musicians, and artists as prolifically as cotton, conservatives, and windstorms. While
nobody questions where the conservatives come from in a city that a recent nonpartisan study ranked as
America's second most conservative, many people wonder why Lubbock is such fertile ground for creative
spirits who want to expand the boundaries of thought in music and art. Is it just that "there's nothing else to
do," as some have suggested, or is there something in the character of Lubbock that encourages creativity as
much as conservatism?

In this book, Christopher Oglesby interviews twenty-five musicians and artists with ties to Lubbock to
discover what it is about this community and West Texas in general that feeds the creative spirit. Their
answers are revealing. Some speak of the need to rebel against conventional attitudes that threaten to limit
their horizons. Others, such as Joe Ely, praise the freedom of mind they find on the wide open plains. "There
is this empty desolation that I could fill if I picked up a pen and wrote, or picked up a guitar and played," he
says. Still others express skepticism about how much Lubbock as a place contributes to the success of its
musicians. Jimmie Dale Gilmore says, "I think there is a large measure of this Lubbock phenomenon that is
just luck, and that is the part that you cannot explain."

As a whole, the interviews create a portrait not only of Lubbock's musicians and artists, but also of the
musical community that has sustained them, including venues such as the legendary Cotton Club and the
original Stubb's Barbecue. This kaleidoscopic portrait of the West Texas music scene gets to the heart of
what it takes to create art in an isolated, often inhospitable environment. As Oglesby says, "Necessity is the
mother of creation. Lubbock needed beauty, poetry, humor, and it needed to get up and shake its communal
ass a bit or go mad from loneliness and boredom; so Lubbock created the amazing likes of Jimmie Dale
Gilmore, Butch Hancock, Terry Allen, and Joe Ely."
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Keys:

The book Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots
Music) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a
good thing like a book Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele
Moore Roots Music)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Fire in the Water,
Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open
up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Amy Davis:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and
Michele Moore Roots Music), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Belinda Smith:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Fire in the
Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and Michele Moore Roots Music) will give you
new experience in looking at a book.

Edward Franco:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that



recommended for you is Fire in the Water, Earth in the Air: Legends of West Texas Music (Brad and
Michele Moore Roots Music) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world
now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book.
Here is why this book ideal all of you.
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