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Pioneering black-and-gray tattoo artist Freddy Negrete was twelve years old and confined in the holding cell
of a Los Angeles juvenile facility when an older teenager entered—covered in tattoos. Freddy was in awe,
not just of the art, but of what it symbolized, and he wanted what this kid had: the potent sense of
empowerment and belonging that came from joining a gang. The encounter drove Freddy to join the
notorious gang La Sangra, and it didn't take long before he was a regular guest at LA County's juvenile
detention facilities. By the age of twenty-one, Freddy had spent almost his whole life as a ward of the state in
one form or the other.

Enthralled by the black-and-gray tattoo style that in the 1970s was confined to the rebel culture of Chicano
gangsters and criminals, Freddy started inking himself with hand-poked tattoos. Everyone wanted a piece of
Freddy's black-and-gray style--gangbangers but also Hollywood starlets and film producers.

In a riveting narrative that takes the reader from Freddy's days as a cholo gang member to evangelical
preacher to Hollywood body art guru to addiction counselor, Smile Now, Cry Later is, ultimately, a testament
to that spark within us all, that catalyst which gives us the strength to survive, transform, and transcend all
that can destroy us.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

Here thing why this kind of Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs,
and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The
Story of a Tattoo Art Legend. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art
Legend in e-book can be your substitute.

Elizabeth Wiggins:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-
The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Jennifer Games:

The book Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Smile Now, Cry
Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mabel Maddux:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book Smile Now, Cry Later: Guns, Gangs, and Ink-The Story of a Tattoo Art Legend
was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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