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Poetry doesn't matter to most people, observes Jay Parini at the opening of this book. But, undeterred, he
commences a deeply felt meditation on poetry, its language and meaning, and its power to open minds and
transform lives. By the end of the book, Parini has recovered a truth often obscured by our clamorous
culture: without poetry, we live only partially, not fully conscious of the possibilities that life affords. Poetry
indeed matters.

A gifted poet and acclaimed teacher, Parini begins by looking at defenses of poetry written over the
centuries. He ponders Aristotle, Horace, and Longinus, and moves on through Sidney, Wordsworth,
Coleridge, Shelley, Eliot, Frost, Stevens, and others. Parini examines the importance of poetic voice and the
mysteries of metaphor. He argues that a poet's originality depends on a deep understanding of the traditions
of political poetry, nature poetry, and religious poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Whisler:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Why Poetry Matters. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Why Poetry Matters.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's read.

Nancy Jones:

Here thing why this kind of Why Poetry Matters are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. Why Poetry Matters giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no reserve that similar with Why Poetry Matters. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Why Poetry Matters in e-book can be
your alternate.

Marjorie Ishee:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Why Poetry Matters, you can enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lucy Carson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Why Poetry Matters this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles
that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes
this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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