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Darkness has a history and a uniquely modern form. Distinct from night, shadows, and
artificial light, “artificial darkness” has been overlooked—until now. In fact, controlled darkness was
essential to the rise of photography and cinema, science and spectacle, and a century of advanced art and
film. Artificial Darkness is the first book to historicize and theorize this phenomenon and map its
applications across a range of media and art forms.

In exploring how artificial darkness shaped modern art, film, and media, Noam M. Elcott addresses seminal
and obscure works alongside their sites of production—such as photography darkrooms, film studios, and
laboratories—and their sites of reception, including theaters, cinemas, and exhibitions. He argues that artists,
scientists, and entertainers like Étienne-Jules Marey, Richard Wagner, Georges Méliès, and Oskar
Schlemmer revolutionized not only images but also everything surrounding them: the screen, the darkness,
and the experience of bodies and space. At the heart of the book is “the black screen,” a technology of
darkness that spawned today’s blue and green screens and has undergirded numerous advanced art and film
practices to this day.

Turning familiar art and film narratives on their heads, Artificial Darkness is a revolutionary treatment of an
elusive, yet fundamental, aspect of art and media history.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art
and Media. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Carlos Wesley:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media book
is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern
Art and Media is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Melody Grissom:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Artificial Darkness: An Obscure
History of Modern Art and Media book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Artificial
Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Conover:

You can find this Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information



about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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