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We all know the story of Thanksgiving. Or do we? This uniquely American holiday has a rich and little
known history beyond the famous feast of 1621.

In Thanksgiving, award-winning author Melanie Kirkpatrick journeys through four centuries of history,
giving us a vivid portrait of our nation's best-loved holiday. Drawing on newspaper accounts, private
correspondence, historical documents, and cookbooks, Thanksgiving brings to life the full history of the
holiday and what it has meant to generations of Americans.

Many famous figures walk these pages—Washington, who proclaimed our first Thanksgiving as a nation
amid controversy about his Constitutional power to do so; Lincoln, who wanted to heal a divided nation sick
of war when he called for all Americans—North and South—to mark a Thanksgiving Day; FDR, who set off
a debate on state's rights when he changed the traditional date of Thanksgiving.

Ordinary Americans also play key roles in the Thanksgiving story--the New England Indians who boycott
Thanksgiving as a Day of Mourning; Sarah Josepha Hale, the nineteenth-century editor and feminist who
successfully campaigned for Thanksgiving to be a national holiday; the 92nd Street Y in New York City,
which founded Giving Tuesday, an online charity established in the long tradition of Thanksgiving
generosity. Kirkpatrick also examines the history of Thanksgiving football and, of course, Thanksgiving
dinner.

While the rites and rituals of the holiday have evolved over the centuries, its essence remains the same:
family and friends feasting together in a spirit of gratitude to God, neighborliness, and hospitality.
Thanksgiving is Americans' oldest tradition. Kirkpatrick's enlightening exploration offers a fascinating look
at the meaning of the holiday that we gather together to celebrate on the fourth Thursday of November.

With Readings for Thanksgiving Day designed to be read aloud around the table.
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From reader reviews:

Ivory Hughes:

This Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience without
we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience can bring when you are
and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even phone. This Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Heidi Odom:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the
Heart of the American Experience is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mary Kasten:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American
Experience giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Karen Rodriguez:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list will be Thanksgiving: The Holiday at the Heart of the American Experience.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By



looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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