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During the high Middle Ages in Europe, the act of looking was surrounded by superstition. It was believed to
have magic power, it was able to arouse anxiety, and it was the subject of lengthy texts by both men and
women. In Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages, Madeline H. Caviness interrogates the 20th-century
theories of the gaze and concedes that the "male gaze" -- first articulated by Laura Mulvey and a cornerstone
of much feminist criticism -- is useful for understanding a cultural code of patriarchy in the high Middle
Ages. However, she argues that one should take into account the many varying visual modes that proliferated
in the medieval era. For Caviness, an awareness of historical context places pressure upon contemporary
theories like that of the "male gaze", changing their shapes and creating even richer dialogues with the
past.In a series of readings, Caviness demonstrates how looking functions within the much broader contexts
of language and desire. The Old Testament story of Lot yields the material with which Caviness addresses
the Mulveian gaze. In the narrative and in medieval visual representations of the story, she explores the
biblical proscription of and anxieties about women looking. She then turns to medieval depictions of the
torture of female saints and investigates how such images were not erotic in the Romanesque abstract modes
but became disturbingly sexualized and sadistic in the more graphic renditions of the Gothic. Finally,
Caviness looks at the distribution of relics of female saints in relation to Lacan's notions of the abject. Here
she shows how the female body is de-eroticized and re-encoded as parts become metonymies for the whole
and are reveredas holy objects.
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From reader reviews:

James Lindberg:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages Series)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Keith Cochran:

The book Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages
Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the
great thing like a book Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy
(Middle Ages Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Visualizing
Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages Series) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Gary Lafountain:

The ability that you get from Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy
(Middle Ages Series) is a more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Visualizing Women in the
Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages Series) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages:
Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages Series) instantly.

Kimberly Casselman:

This Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages Series) is
fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this
Visualizing Women in the Middle Ages: Sight, Spectacle, and Scopic Economy (Middle Ages Series) can be
the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books



create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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