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This is a memoir of a Latvian English teacher who recounts what it was like to live through the momentous
events that shaped the first half of the Twentieth Century. Through simple but poignant language she takes
the reader from life in the Latvian countryside to the Revolution of 1905 in Latvia, then part of Tsarist
Russia, life in Russia during the First World War and the Russian revolution, then her return to Latvia and
the War of National Liberation in Latvia against Germany and Russia. She tells of life in independent Latvia,
her schooling and education as an English language teacher, her trip to London and Berlin and her marriage
to Eduards or Teddy as she called him. He had been caught up in the Russian Civil War and found himself
fighting in four different armies until with a Latvian unit he was able to return to Latvia travelling accross
Siberia to Vladivostok and then by ship from Japan to Latvia. They are both teachers and Anna describes in
detail the life of a middle class family until the Second World War shatters their dreams and hopes in Latvia.
First Latvia is occupied by the Soviet Union and then by Nazi Germany. Through Anna's eyes we see the
reign of communist terror and changes this brings to her school. Her brother, his wife and two small children
are deported to Siberia .The Soviet nightmare is replaced by the Nazi German occupation after Hitler turns
against his former ally Stalin. Anna is interogated by the Gestapo, luckily by a Latvian, who see's that she
has been wrongly denounced. She describes the war years on her parent's farm where she and her family
have taken refuge and their attempt to save the school's Jewish doctor by signing a petition together with the
other teachers and students addressed to the German occupation authorities. Her humanity shines forth in the
family's treatment of a Russian prisoner-of-war assigned to them by the German army to work on the farm.
Tragedy strikes as she looses her first born child. With the approach of the Red Army the family of three
small children, one boy suffering from tuberculosis of the spine and unable to walk, the other two years old,
and a baby girl of only two weeks flee to Germany to find refuge with milliions of other refugees with the
incoming British and American forces. Many refugees perish during the bombardment of Dresden which
Anna witnesses a day after the bombs had dropped as her family trek on foot from Dresden to Oldenburg in
northern Germany. On the way they are caught up in no-man's land between the advancing American army
and retreating German army. Her son Atis, after being lost, is treated with chocolate by American soldiers
before his mother, panic-stricken, finds him. Arriving at a refugee camp at war's end her husband Eduards
collapses on the threshold of the refugee building stricken by tuberculosis of the lung. She lovingly nurses
him back to health without medical care and the family is taken to Australia in 1960 by a former American
troop carrier ship. Anna's Story ends here. In a concluding chapter her son Atis describes how he returned to
his homeland from Australia via America, Europe, and Afghanistan. He explains how Latvian independence
was regained and what is being done to ensure her long-term freedom.
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From reader reviews:

George Hardy:

The experience that you get from Anna's Story: A Latvian Tale of Love, War and Peace. is a more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but Anna's Story: A Latvian Tale of Love, War and Peace. giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having that Anna's Story: A Latvian Tale of Love, War and
Peace. instantly.

Hazel Makowski:

Exactly why? Because this Anna's Story: A Latvian Tale of Love, War and Peace. is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Armando McFarland:

Anna's Story: A Latvian Tale of Love, War and Peace. can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Anna's Story: A
Latvian Tale of Love, War and Peace. although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Charles Krueger:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Anna's Story: A Latvian
Tale of Love, War and Peace..
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