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Commons Democracy highlights a poorly understood dimension of democracy in the early United States. It
tells a story that, like the familiar one, begins in the Revolutionary era. But instead of the tale of the
Founders' high-minded ideals and their careful crafting of the safe framework for democracy--a
representative republican government--Commons Democracy examines the power of the democratic
spirit, the ideals and practices of everyday people in the early nation. As Dana D. Nelson reveals in this
illuminating work, the sensibility of participatory democratic activity fueled the involvement of ordinary folk
in resistance, revolution, state constitution-making, and early national civic dissent. The rich variety of
commoning customs and practices in the late colonies offered non-elite actors a tangible and durable
relationship to democratic power, one significantly different from the representative democracy that would
be institutionalized by the Framers in 1787. This democracy understood political power and liberties as
communal, not individual.

Ordinary folk practiced a democracy that was robustly participatory and insistently local. To help tell this
story, Nelson turns to early American authors--Hugh Henry Brackenridge, James Fenimore Cooper, Robert
Montgomery Bird, and Caroline Kirkland--who were engaged with conflicts that emerged from competing
ideals of democracy in the early republic, such as the Whiskey Rebellion and the Anti-Rent War as well as
the enclosure of the legal commons, anxieties about popular suffrage, and practices of frontier
equalitarianism. While Commons Democracy is about the capture of "democracy" for the official purposes of
state consolidation and expansion, it is also a story about the ongoing (if occluded) vitality of commons
democracy, of its power as part of our shared democratic history and its usefulness in the contemporary
toolkit of citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Commons
Democracy: Reading the Politics of Participation in the Early United States? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

James Babb:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Commons
Democracy: Reading the Politics of Participation in the Early United States book because this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Todd Porter:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Commons Democracy: Reading the
Politics of Participation in the Early United States, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Paul Lopez:

Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of Participation in the Early United States can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Commons Democracy: Reading the Politics of Participation in the Early United
States although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.
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