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The story of that amazingly influential and still somewhat mysterious woman, Eleanor of Aquitaine, has the
dramatic interest of a novel. She was at the very center of the rich culture and clashing politics of the twelfth
century. Richest marriage prize of the Middle Ages, she was Queen of France as the wife of Louis VII, and
went with him on the exciting and disastrous Second Crusade. Inspiration of troubadours and trouvères, she
played a large part in rendering fashionable the Courts of Love and in establishing the whole courtly tradition
of medieval times. Divorced from Louis, she married Henry Plantagenet, who became Henry II of England.
Her resources and resourcefulness helped Henry win his throne, she was involved in the conflict over
Thomas Becket, and, after Henry's death, she handled the affairs of the Angevin empire with a sagacity that
brought her the trust and confidence of popes and kings and emperors.

Having been first a Capet and then a Plantagenet, Queen Eleanor was the central figure in the bitter rivalry
between those houses for the control of their continental domains--a rivalry that excited the whole period:
after Henry's death, her sons, Richard Coeur-de-Lion and John "Lackland" (of Magna Charta fame), fiercely
pursued the feud up to and even beyond the end of the century. But the dynastic struggle of the period was
accompanied by other stirrings: the intellectual revolt, the struggle between church and state, the
secularization of literature and other arts, the rise of the distinctive urban culture of the great cities. Eleanor
was concerned with all the movements, closely connected with all the personages; and she knew every city
from London and Paris to Byzantium, Jerusalem, and Rome. Miss Kelly's story of the queen's long life--the
first modern biography brings together more authentic information about her than has ever been assembled
before and reveals in Eleanor a greatness of vision, an intelligence, and a political sagacity that have been
missed by those who have dwelt on her caprice and frivolity. It also brings to life the whole period in whose
every aspect Eleanor and her four kings were so intimately and influentially involved. Miss Kelly tells
Eleanor's absorbing story as it has long waited to be told--with verve and style and a sense of the quality of
life in those times, and yet with a scrupulous care for the historic facts.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Gowen:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book
Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings. You can add information and of course you can around the world by
a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that.
In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Christian Fowler:

The book Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Eleanor of
Aquitaine and the four kings? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Eleanor of
Aquitaine and the four kings has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Vanessa Gilliam:

The particular book Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after perusing this book.

Helen Butts:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the guide
Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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