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A riveting biography of the French Revolution's most enigmatic figure that restores him to his pivotal
historic place

Since his execution by guillotine in July 1794, Maximilien Robespierre has been contested terrain for
historians, at once the most notorious leader of the French Revolution and the least comprehensible. Was he
a bloodthirsty charlatan or the only true defender of revolutionary ideals? Was his extreme moralism—he
was known as "The Incorruptible"—a heroic virtue or a ruinous flaw? Was he the first modern dictator or the
earliest democrat?
Against the dramatic backdrop of the French Revolution, historian Ruth Scurr follows the trajectory of
Robespierre's paradoxical life, from his unprepossessing beginnings as a provincial lawyer opposed to
repressive authority and the death penalty, to his meteoric rise in Paris politics as a devastatingly efficient
revolutionary leader, righteous and paranoid in equal measure. She explores his reformist zeal, his role in the
trial of the king and the fall of the monarchy, his passionate attempt to design a modern republic, even his
extraordinary effort to found a perfect religion. And she follows him into the depths of the Terror, as he
makes summary execution the order of the day, himself falling victim to the violence at the age of thirty-six.
Written with epic sweep, full of nuance and insight, Fatal Purity is a fascinating portrait of a man who
identified with the Revolution to the point of madness, and in so doing changed the course of history.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution.

Mary Molinari:

The event that you get from Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution is a more deep you looking
the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the
French Revolution instantly.

Maryann Warren:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution can
be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ronald Kleiman:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the
French Revolution or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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