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The House of Twenty Thousand Books is the story of Chimen Abramsky, an extraordinary polymath and
bibliophile who amassed a vast collection of socialist literature and Jewish history. For more than 50 years,
Chimen and his wife, Miriam, hosted epic gatherings in their house of books that brought together many of
the age's greatest thinkers.

The atheist son of one of the century's most important rabbis, Chimen was born in 1916 near Minsk, spent
his early teenage years in Moscow while his father served time in a Siberian labor camp for religious
proselytizing, and then immigrated to London, where he discovered the writings of Karl Marx and became
involved in left-wing politics. He briefly attended the newly established Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
until World War II interrupted his studies.

Back in England, he married, and for many years he and Miriam ran a respected Jewish bookshop in
London's East End. When the Nazis invaded Russia in June 1941, Chimen joined the Communist Party,
becoming a leading figure in the party's National Jewish Committee. He remained a member until 1958,
when, shockingly late in the day, he finally acknowledged the atrocities committed by Stalin. In middle age,
Chimen reinvented himself once more, this time as a liberal thinker, humanist, professor, and manuscript
expert for Sotheby's auction house.

Journalist Sasha Abramsky re-creates here a lost world, bringing to life the people, the books, and the ideas
that filled his grandparents' house, from gatherings that included Eric Hobsbawm and Isaiah Berlin to books
with Marx's handwritten notes, William Morris manuscripts and woodcuts, an early 16th-century Bomberg
Bible, and a first edition of Descartes' Meditations. The House of Twenty Thousand Books is a wondrous
journey through our times, from the vanished worlds of Eastern European Jewry to the cacophonous politics
of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The House of Twenty Thousand Books. Try to the actual book The House
of Twenty Thousand Books as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Helen Leduc:

In other case, little folks like to read book The House of Twenty Thousand Books. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The House of
Twenty Thousand Books. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you
can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Lois Maestas:

The book The House of Twenty Thousand Books can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The House of Twenty Thousand
Books? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us.
It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The House of Twenty Thousand
Books has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Johnny Ballance:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take The House of Twenty Thousand Books as the daily resource
information.
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