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Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of Verticality in American Narrative by Ruth Mackay traces the figures
of flight, grievous falls, and collapsing towers, all of which haunt American narratives before and after 9/11.
Mackay examines how these events prefigure 9/11, exploring the narrative residue left by the “end” of
horizontal space—when settlers reached America’s Pacific Coast, leaving nowhere westward on the
continent to go. She then continues into the aftermath of the fall of the Twin Towers. This period of time
marks an era of verticality: an age that offers a transformed concept of the limits of space, entwined with a
sense of anxiety and trepidation.

With this study, Mackay asks: In what oblique ways has verticality leaked into American narrative? Why do
metaphors of up and down recur across the twentieth century? With close readings of Jonathan Safran Foer’s
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Winsor McCay’s comic strip Little Nemo in Slumberland, Upton
Sinclair’s Oil! and its film rendering There Will Be Blood, Allen Ginsberg’s poetic dissections of the nuclear
bomb, and Leslie Marmon Silko’s imagining of flight in Almanac of the Dead, this interdisciplinary study
culminates with a discussion of Philippe Petit’s tightrope walk between the Twin Towers. Waiting for the
Sky to Fall examines how vertical representation cleaves to, and often transforms the associations of, specific
events that are physically and visually disorienting, disquieting, or even traumatic.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wallace:

Here thing why this specific Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of Verticality in American Narrative are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of
Verticality in American Narrative giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no publication that similar with Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of
Verticality in American Narrative. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of
Verticality in American Narrative in e-book can be your alternate.

Aubrey Newsome:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of
Verticality in American Narrative, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Bruce Smith:

The book untitled Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of Verticality in American Narrative contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Ruth Little:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of Verticality
in American Narrative can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by



knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
Waiting for the Sky to Fall: The Age of Verticality in American Narrative.
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