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The book comprises a selection of some 750 letters of the composer, Ralph Vaughan Williams, selected from
an extant corpus of about 3,300. The letters are arranged chronologically and have been chosen to provide a
cumulative pen-picture of the composer in his own words. In general the letters reflect VW's major
preoccupations: musical, personal and political. It was not VW's way to discuss his inner creative processes
but he does discuss his music, once it had been written: for example there is much to illustrate the process of
'washing the face' of his major pieces before, and after, they had reached the concert platform. There is
correspondence with collaborators such as Gilbert Murray, Harold Child and Evelyn Sharpe who provided
texts; with his publishers (mainly OUP) about printing scores and parts; with conductors such as Adrian
Boult and John Barbirolli about performances. He was in regular correspondence with fellow composers
such as Gustav Holst, George Butterworth, Gerald Finzi, Herbert Howells, John Ireland, Alan Bush and
Rutland Boughton. There were his pupils: Elizabeth Maconchy and Cedric Thorpe Davie amongst others. A
series of close personal friendships is well represented: his Cambridge contemporary and cousin Ralph
Wedgwood, Edward Dent, and latterly Michael Kennedy. Above all there are insights on his lifelong
devotion to his first wife, Adeline, and his growing friendship with Ursula Wood, who was to become his
second wife.

In general the book paints a self-portrait of Vaughan Williams not only as a great composer but as a large-
minded and public-spirited personality who towered over the British musical world for forty years.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Miller:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Letters of Ralph
Vaughan Williams 1895-1958? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Mildred Ralph:

The actual book Letters of Ralph Vaughan Williams 1895-1958 will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to
see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Letters of Ralph Vaughan Williams 1895-1958 is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Robert Wilkes:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read some sort
of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day
to reading a e-book. The book Letters of Ralph Vaughan Williams 1895-1958 it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Irving Dorn:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to you is
Letters of Ralph Vaughan Williams 1895-1958 this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.
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